3rd Grade Math Vocabulary Study Guide 

1. Fluently
What it means:
To do something quickly and correctly without stopping to think too hard.
🧠 Think of it like reading smoothly or solving math facts fast!
Example:
I can fluently add 7 + 8 = 15.

2. Sum
What it means:
The answer when you add two or more numbers.
➕ Addition = Sum
Example:
5 + 3 = 8 → 8 is the sum.

3. Difference
What it means:
The answer when you subtract one number from another.
➖ Subtraction = Difference
Example:
9 − 4 = 5 → 5 is the difference.

4. Place Value Strategies
What it means:
Ways to solve problems by thinking about what each digit is worth (ones, tens, hundreds, etc.).
🧮 Helps us break numbers apart to make math easier!
Example:
To solve 47 + 25, I can break them into tens and ones:
(40 + 20) + (7 + 5) = 60 + 12 = 72

5. Base-Ten Blocks
What it means:
Math tools that show numbers using ones, tens, hundreds.
🔟🟨🟩
· Small cube = 1
· Rod (line of 10 cubes) = 10
· Flat square = 100
Example:
A rod + 3 small cubes = 10 + 3 = 13

6. Place Value
What it means:
The value of a digit depends on where it is in the number.
📍Position matters!
Example:
In 345:
· 3 is in the hundreds place → 300
· 4 is in the tens place → 40
· 5 is in the ones place → 5

7. Multi-digit
What it means:
A number with more than one digit.
🔢 Multi = many
Example:
15, 234, and 1,002 are all multi-digit numbers.

8. Properties of Operations
What it means:
Rules that help us add or multiply numbers easily.
🔁 Some common ones:
· Commutative Property: Order doesn’t matter
4 + 5 = 5 + 4
· Associative Property: Grouping doesn’t matter
(2 + 3) + 4 = 2 + (3 + 4)
· Distributive Property: Break big problems into smaller ones
5 × (2 + 3) = (5 × 2) + (5 × 3)

9. Algorithm
What it means:
A step-by-step way to solve a math problem.
📝 Like a math recipe!
Example:
To subtract 64 – 28, you can line up the numbers and subtract one digit at a time.

